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Prerequisites for Worldview Debate 

 
1. Agree that our world can have only one explanation. 

2. Agree that reality is objective, therefore truth—any accurate description of 
reality—is objective. 

3. Agree on reliable criteria: logical consistency, coherency, external 
correspondence (as opposed to instinct, feelings, wish fulfillment, tradition, 
popularity, pragmatism, etc.…). 

4. Agree that worldview truth transcends worldview evidence; it cannot be seen 
with the eyes. 

5. Agree that the body of evidence in a worldview investigation encompasses the 
full scope of human experience—which includes claims of supernatural events 
and claims to divine revelation in addition to general facets of life such as pain, 
pleasure, instincts, language, aging, death, intelligence, sleep, humor, emotions, 
philosophy, aesthetics, war, morality, and self-consciousness.  

6. Agree that everyone operates according to a particular worldview and that all 
worldviews are either theistic or non-theistic (as opposed to neutral). 

7. Agree on these definitions: 

• Fact-information that is indisputable and based on direct sensory input 

• Proof-evidence given to establish information as factual 

• Testimony-written or spoken statements recounting personal experience or 
observations 

• Inference-attempted explanations that move beyond what can be directly 
observed 

• Interpretation-attempted inferences that are influenced by a person’s fore-
drawn conclusions 

• Theory-an overarching explanation supported by a set of hypotheses  

8. Agree that scientific findings do not negate the possibility of spiritual causes. 

9. Agree that a spiritual dimension and divine revelation are logically viable. 
10.Agree that a claim of divine revelation should be judged (like eyewitness 
testimony within a criminal investigation) on its internal consistency, coherency, 
and alignment with the full breadth of evidence and that authentic revelation—if 
such revelation exists—will exhibit a privileged, transcendent view. 
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